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offered atTulane,w> Dundupwith a master's octree, and found a new career

For over thirty years, Profess. ir Ewan t u Fed the lives and minds of Tulane stu

dents. None of the htundredsofsti Jdents who enrolled in biology 431 (Plant Systematics

in the catalogue bu t really a cour: se in "Plant Appreciation") could ever walk ao > th«
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For one whose focus would b e the FMory <<< vfam eJoseph Ewan left a renaAablv
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California, Berkeley in 1 934. In 1 935, he married Ada Nesta Dunn, a fellow student who
diarce: many of his i nterests and h is life for the next 64 years. They had three daughters:

Kathleen, Dorothy,ar idMarjorieanc Ifivegiand
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/ of Colorado (1937-1944), botant r nh rh I it- I t mic Administration (1944-

45), Assistant Curator, Smithsonian Institution (1945-1946) and Associate Botanist,

reau of Plant Industn U' depatttiimii >
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ned the Ida Richardson Professoi if I tan 1 Fat Ft In It i 1 mt ill 977 when he was

aointed Emeritus Professor.For nearly forty years,Tulanestudents,faculty,and staff mem-
-s were exposed to his mind, hr astlnn-
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i- ami his enigmatic wit.
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London in 1977, thi I losii Paym Luepiei I'vledul f mmlis Guidon Club of America in

1978, and with his wile Nesta Dunn 1 wan, mo Henty Shaw Medal from the Missouri

Botanical Garden in 1 994. Ewan was an elected Fellow of the Linnean Society of London.

The Botanical Society of America awarded him a Certificate ol Merit in 1 989.The College
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"A bite of imrnortalityms the Ewanian concept of publication. His own first "bite',' at

age 19, was /\ Report > '' ' ' > "f>' published in Condor.

His early botanical interests focused on fems,and he was President of the American Fern

Society in 1951.Taxonomic studies on Delphinium and other Gentianaceae followed

but his interest had il o I i
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nil I iblu ><naphy,and history

pletely replaced taxonomy in his research. Questions to Ewan were most frequently am

swered by questions ^nd one left his ollu e buidenud with nooks. He believed books

were to be used and 1 I ,
i
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student, I rememho nii mil I u , I n Co I down from above his rickety

desk, a beautiful vellum copy of Baulnns hodiomw. with the disclaimer that it was only

the second edition irom 1 071. Back in my cubicle, I was afraid to open it!

Othe- samples from his"bitcs"include sm h tempting titles us:"! rom Calcutta and

New Orleans, or tales horn Barton's grecnnouse';"Rools ol the California Botanical Soci-

ety""Who Conquered tl ill a mi r tu > t I o un in indehiscent cap-

sule" and "The Botany of Cook's Voyages; or around the world on six shillings a day."

Then there are Ins many contributions to The Dictionary of Scientific Biography

where ones finds, among otheis, sketches of George Lngelmen, Albert Spear Hitchcock,

Elmer Drew Merrill. Frederick Pursh, and the irascible Constantino Samuel Rafinesgue.

His introductions to the clussica Bomnica Ameiicaiui series are classics themselves. As a

book reviewer, Euan o ,n nil mCll mn
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tantali7ing.Asin'At| lb linningisth mn toiv i >i nine pigs driven 71 miles by a peon

carrying a pine ton 1 1 vhi h certainly tempts >n. i I: into Aichie Carr's"High Jungles

one mt to 1,1 ml icqnii ha it i. nhceg's The NewOrleans Garden."
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and His Natural Hhh» * mn ' tt Dtut ,utl < I Gais wife,Nesta Dunn

Ewan. In 1969 Ewan edit D ' «' w„ ,/ ,; m ,,<> m,p > nes and contributed

the Calendar of Events and chapters on Early History and Plant Geography. Here he graphi

cally illustrated the l\T to En m, i mm i Hi i jo ' il m believed William
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by the Missouri

Botanical Garden.

In 1986,the Ewans moved from lulane. I he Missouri Botanical Garden had bought

his prodigious library ml
i

i them nt h m< I mi. the\ ere housed in the old

museum building and loi the first lime the I wans had spacious working conditions

with large double desks for each of them and his 4,500 books carefully catalogued and

shelved within ea a u 1G i n noui moth n > F u i i-u lector of the Garden,

said "The Joseph Ewan colli turn in i thiol aluabl icguisition for the Garden.

The historical significance of the collection, its relevance to the work we do, and the

respect Joseph Ewan commands in the scientific community make this announcemer

We a Tulane are left with his name on the door, lots of happy memories, and hi

herbarium now over I
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zerland forTulane's holdings of Macrocarpaea,<) genus monographed by Ewan in 1945

typewriter which oc.ncT I n th< in . loom I

i many years.

The 1989 bwania: I he Writing >IIocandNi tatwm lists iSH"bites of immortality

The following ten years produced many othch'bites." Surely a veritable feast for generc

tions of botanists ioi it il I u i
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nth it neiations to come.


